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BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY

Council Meeting Summary

Friday 10 April 2026 – Hybrid meeting at BIS HQ and via Zoom

___________________________________________________________________________________

Council met on 10 April 2026, chaired by President Colin Philp, with CEO John Lewin in attendance. The meeting focused on preparations for the AGM and Council elections, progress on the 2025 audited accounts, the move to a new membership system, and several governance and archiving matters.
Key Decisions & Highlights
1. AGM & Council Elections:  Reviewed which Council members were due to retire or stand for re-election ahead of the AGM on 20 June 2026, and agreed that the Constitution Committee would urgently review the rules on AGM attendance.
1. Finance:  Approved the draft 2025 audited accounts in principle, subject to minor formatting corrections, and reiterated that a two-year cash-flow forecast and wider strategic financial plan remain top priorities.
1. Membership:  Confirmed the move to GlueUp as the Society’s new membership and events management system, expected to improve service and reduce administrative workload, and agreed that lifetime membership will not be introduced as a standard option at this time.
1. New Project:  Asked Iain Meek to bring back a concise written proposal on the 99 Million to One scale Solar System model for further consideration by Council and the Technical Committee.
1. Policy:  Reaffirmed that the BIS should continue to welcome imaginative, spaceflight-related creative work, while keeping its emphasis on technically grounded material.
1. Governance & Archives:  Agreed to develop a secure digital archive and backup system for BIS records, and to reduce routine event-by-event reporting to Council in favour of focusing on strategic decisions.
1. Events:  Noted a full events programme ahead, including the Space-based Maritime Situational Awareness event (13 May), the International Space Forum (29 May) and the ARISS International Meeting (June) at BIS HQ.
Next Council Meeting: Friday 12 June 2026, via Zoom.
This summary is published for members and the public in place of the full Council minutes, which are an internal governance record. Members with questions about Council business are welcome to contact the CEO’s office.
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