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BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY

Council Meeting Summary

Friday 12 June 2026 – Via Zoom videoconference

___________________________________________________________________________________

Council met on 12 June 2026, chaired by President Colin Philp, ahead of the Society’s AGM on 20 June. The meeting focused on adopting a major new public-engagement project, preparing for the AGM and Council elections, and reviewing membership growth and finances.
Key Decisions & Highlights
1. New Project:  Approved the 99 Million to One scale model of the Solar System as an official BIS project, to be led by Iain Meek, on the basis that it will not draw on Society funds or significant staff time.
1. Policy:  Reaffirmed that the BIS welcomes imaginative, science-fiction-related work on spaceflight, while keeping its primary focus on technically grounded material.
1. Finance & Governance:  Noted that the 2025 audited accounts have been completed and filed, with the Society in good standing with the Charity Commission and Companies House.
1. AGM:  Finalised preparations for the AGM on 20 June, with seven Council vacancies and ten candidates standing for election.
1. Membership:  Reviewed membership trends and agreed to encourage take-up of Gift Aid among eligible members, alongside continued work to engage under-25 members.
1. New Initiative:  Progressed the BIS Business Network, a new offer for space-sector businesses and SMEs, ahead of a planned launch event in the autumn.
1. Library & Archive:  Approved formal Terms of Reference for the Library Committee and began considering options for the future naming of the BIS archive.
Next Council Meeting: Friday 14 August 2026, 1:00pm BST.
This summary is published for members and the public in place of the full Council minutes, which are an internal governance record. Members with questions about Council business are welcome to contact the CEO’s office.
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