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BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY

Council Meeting Summary

Friday 14 August 2026 – Via Zoom videoconference

___________________________________________________________________________________

Council met on 14 August 2026, chaired by President Colin Philp, and welcomed three new Council members: Nick Lewis, Richard Soilleux and John Davies. The main item was the Society’s draft Strategic Plan 2026–2033, alongside publications, membership and events updates.
Key Decisions & Highlights
1. Strategic Plan:  Welcomed a draft Strategic Plan 2026–2033 looking ahead to the Society’s 2033 centenary, and agreed to set up a time-limited Strategy Working Group to develop it further, including commissioning professional property advice on the future of Arthur C. Clarke House.
1. Finance:  Reiterated the priority of strengthening the Society’s income through membership growth, sponsorship, legacies and partnerships.
1. Publications:  Agreed to end UK newsstand (retail) distribution of Spaceflight magazine from the November issue, directing readers instead to membership and subscription routes; approved a draft policy on the responsible use of AI tools in Society publications.
1. People:  Recorded warm thanks to Mary Todd, Membership Secretary, who took voluntary retirement after more than 36 years of service to the Society.
1. Library & Archive:  Approved naming the room adjacent to the Library the “Borrowman Room”, in recognition of a generous legacy gift supporting the Society’s library.
1. Events:  Noted planning for the two-day “Beyond the Moon” event (19–20 November) and continued progress on the UK Space Investment Campaign.
Next Council Meeting: Thursday 8 October 2026, 2:00pm BST.
This summary is published for members and the public in place of the full Council minutes, which are an internal governance record. Members with questions about Council business are welcome to contact the CEO’s office.
image1.png




