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BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY

Council Meeting Summary

Monday 9 February 2026 – Hybrid meeting at BIS HQ and via Zoom

___________________________________________________________________________________

Council met on 9 February 2026, chaired by President Colin Philp, with CEO John Lewin in attendance. The meeting covered membership renewals, the Society’s finances, editorial arrangements, and plans for a busy programme of events across 2026.
Key Decisions & Highlights
1. Membership:  Renewals continued to come in steadily; staff are working through a backlog and running a targeted campaign to support members and reduce lapses, including fixing delays some members experienced accessing digital magazines.
1. Finance:  The Society’s finances remain in a healthy position, with the 2025 annual audit on track for completion by the end of March.
1. Editorial:  Following Dave Shayler’s decision to retire, Rob Coppinger agreed to act as interim editor of Space Chronicle while a permanent successor is sought.
1. Events:  Confirmed BIS participation at SpaceCom Expo and Wales and West SpaceFest, and began planning a BIS pavilion at the International Astronautical Congress in Antalya, Türkiye, plus a possible public cinema screening event tied to Project Hail Mary.
1. Governance:  Agreed a new policy requiring all Committee minutes to be issued within five working days of each meeting, and discussed guidance on the use of the MBIS post-nominal by members.
1. Partnerships:  The Society accepted an invitation to take part in the Earth Space Sustainability Initiative (ESSI) working group.
Next Council Meeting: Friday 10 April 2026, 2:00pm, hybrid at BIS HQ and via Zoom.
This summary is published for members and the public in place of the full Council minutes, which are an internal governance record. Members with questions about Council business are welcome to contact the CEO’s office.
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