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BRITISH INTERPLANETARY SOCIETY

Council Meeting Summary

Tuesday 13 October 2026 – Via Zoom videoconference

___________________________________________________________________________________

Council met on 13 October 2026, chaired by President Colin Philp, on the Society’s 93rd anniversary. The meeting focused on strategic and financial priorities, the establishment of a Northern Ireland branch, and updates on membership, technical projects, publications and events.
Key Decisions & Highlights
1. Strategy: Reaffirmed the urgency of establishing the Strategy Working Group to develop the Society’s future plans, including consideration of professional advice on Arthur C. Clarke House. Council referred the new building valuation and property options to the Group for detailed examination; no decision was taken to sell the building.
1. Northern Ireland Branch: Approved in principle the establishment of a Northern Ireland branch led by Alex Dunn, with the remaining branch documentation to be completed before the December Council meeting.
1. Finance & Membership: Reviewed the Society’s financial position and reiterated the priority of strengthening income and completing the two-year cash-flow forecast. Noted progress with testing the Glue Up membership platform and the need for improved analysis of recruitment, renewals and membership trends.
1. Technical Projects: Welcomed the Technical Committee’s approval in principle of a project exploring AI as an enabler in space, alongside continuing assessment of a potential propulsion project for the Society’s centenary programme.
1. Events & Outreach: Recorded thanks to staff and volunteers for the successful BIS presence at New Scientist Live. Reviewed preparations for Beyond the Moon and the Arthurs, and welcomed BIS Italia’s successful participation in European Researchers’ Night at ESA’s Frascati site.
1. Publications & Awards: Noted plans to launch the hibernation book at Beyond the Moon and progress with the Daedalus republication. Continued development of a proposed BIS Special Achievement Award recognising significant contributions to astronautics and space exploration.
1. UK Space Investment Campaign: Reviewed continuing engagement with policymakers and plans for a further campaign event at HQ on 14 January 2027, with an emphasis on media coverage and the economic benefits of space investment.
Next Council Meeting: Friday 11 December 2026, 2:00pm GMT, at HQ and via Zoom, followed by the Christmas get-together.
This summary is published for members and the public in place of the full Council minutes, which are an internal governance record. Members with questions about Council business are welcome to contact the CEO’s office.
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